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Bureau du commissaire a I'éthique
Office of the Ethics Commissioner

66, rue Slater Street
22° étage / 22" Floor
OTTAWA, ONTARIO
CANADA
K1A 0A6

January 31, 2007

The Honourable Peter Milliken, M.P.
Speaker of the House of Commons
Centre Block, Room 222-N

House of Commons

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A 0A6

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Please find attached my third report on sponsored travel, pursuant to subsection 15(3) of the
Conflict of Interest Code for Members of the House of Commons.

You will find in the Appendix the list of all sponsored travel for the calendar year 2006,
including the details set out in subsection (2) of the same Code. As per the Code’s requirement,
it is for you to lay this Report upon the Table when the House next sits.

Yours sincerely,

/ /

Bernard J. Shapiro
Ethics Commissioner






THE 2005 PUBLIC REGISTRY OF SPONSORED TRAVEL FOR MEMBERS

See appendix B for one additional entry not recorded in the 2005 report.

THE 2006 PUBLIC REGISTRY OF SPONSORED TRAVEL FOR MEMBERS

In 20006, there were a total of 69 instances of sponsored travel reported by 50 Members. An analysis indicates that:

. With 29 recorded activities, Taiwan, as in past years, remains the main destination of sponsored
travel; these trips were sponsored primarily by the Chinese International Economic Cooperation
Association (17 trips) and the Chinese Culture University (9 trips).

. Again, as in past years, Israel is the second most frequent destination, with 7 registered activities; 5
of these trips were sponsored by the Canada-Isracl Committee.

. The duration of the sponsored trips ranged between one and ten days with seven days being the
average length of a sponsored trip.

J Three Members account for over 25% of the sponsored travel. For these three members:

- Honourable Irwin Cotler: Five different universities sponsored travel to attend
and lecture at various international conferences with the remaining four of his trips
sponsored by UN or non-governmental organizations.

- Mr. John Williams: Of the four sponsored trips taken, two were sponsored by the
Global Organization of Parliament against Corruption.

- Mr. Byron Wilfert: Of the four trips, three were sponsored by Globe G8+5
International Dialogue with the remaining trip sponsored by the Global Legislators
Organization for a Better Environment.

COMMENTS

As in previous years, I wish to remind Members of what constitutes sponsored travel according to the Members’
Code. The definition can be found in section 15(1) which states; “a #rip that arise from or relates to bis or her position,
exceed $500 and those costs are not wholly paid from the Consolidated Revenue Fund or by the Member personally, bis or her political
party or any interparliamentary association or friendship group recognized by the House.” Therefore, only a small portion of the
various kinds of travel in which Members take part fall within the definition of sponsored travel.

|
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Indeed, travel which is part of a parliamentary business, paid out of any of Parliament’s budget allocation is not
considered as sponsored travel. For instance, the following travels do not need to be registered:

. travels of any parliamentary committee;

. any travels carried within the Interparliamentary Affairs of Parliament (i.e. within a parliamentary
exchange program of either or both Speakers, with Interparliamentary associations or friendship
groups as funded by the Joint Interparliamentary Council, etc...).

As well, travel and missions undertaken on behalf of the Canadian government and paid for by the Consolidated
Revenue Fund (this would include, for instance, travels undertaken within a project of the Parliamentary Centre, if
the project is funded either by CIDA or another federal government body).

I wish again to remind Members of the importance of carefully filling out the Sponsored Travel form and include
all necessary information required by the Code. This indeed seems difficult for Members particularly in the area of
determining the ‘value’ of the benefits received, as required by sub-section 2 of section 15 of the Code.

In addition, I hope to have a chance to discuss with the Standing committee on Procedure and House Affairs,
within its current review of the Members’ Conflict of Interest Code, the two outstanding issues already raised last
year with respect to:

. How should we deal with the requirement to register travel which is ‘not wholly paid” by Parliament
or the Consolidated Revenue Fund? Are Members always aware of the source of all benefits
associated with a specific trip?

. When a particular trip is sponsored by a private organization acting as an Executing Agency (such as
for instance, the Parliamentary Centre or a Non-Government Organization-NGO) for a project
sponsored and paid for, by the Canadian Government, should they be considered as paid by the
Consolidated Revenue Fund or should they be registered as benefits and sponsored travels?

My 2004, 2005 and this current report for 2006 can be found on my website at www.parl.gc.ca/oec-bce

|
Office of the Ethics Commissioner



APPENDIX A 7

Office of the Ethics Commissioner
Bureau du commissaire a |'éthique

PUBLIC STATEMENT OF SPONSORED TRAVEL BY MEMBERS
DECLARATION PUBLIQUE DE DEPLACEMENTS PARRAINES

15. (1) |If travel costs of a Member for a trip that arises from or relates to his or her position exceed $500 and those costs are not wholly paid from the
Consolidated Revenue Fund or by the Member personally, his or her political party or any inter-parliamentary association or friendship group
recognized by the House, the Member shall, within 30 days after the end of the trip, file a statement with the Ethics Commissioner disclosing
the trip.

(2) The statement shall disclose the name of the person or organization paying for the trip, the name of any person accompanying the Member, the
destination or destinations, the purpose and length of the trip, the nature of the benefits received and the value, including supporting documents for
transportation and accommodation.

15.(1) Siles frais payables pour tout déplacement qu'il effectue dans le cadre de sa charge dépassent 500 $ et ne sont pas entiérement pris en charge par
le Trésor, par lui-méme ou son parti, ou par un groupe d’amitié ou une association interparlementaire reconnu par la Chambre, le député dépose
auprés du commissaire a I'éthique une déclaration faisant état du déplacement, dans les trente jours qui en suivent la fin.

(2) La déclaration comporte le nom de la personne ou de l'organisation qui prend en charge les frais de déplacement, le nom de toute personne
accompagnant le député, la ou les destinations, le but et la durée du déplacement, la nature des avantages regus et leur valeur, ainsi que des
documents justificatifs pour les frais de transport et de logement.

Source: Conflict of Interest Code for Members of the House of Commons adopted on April 29, 2004 /
Code régissant les conflits d'intéréts des députés adopté le 29 avril 2004.

Name of Member / Nom du député :

Name of any person accompanying the Member (if any) / Nom de toute personne accompagnant le député (s'il y a lieu) :

Destination(s) :

Purpose of the trip / But du déplacement :

Sponsor of trip (official name) / Parrain du déplacement (nom officiel) :

Dates : From/De : TolA ( days / jours)
(vyyy - aaaa/mm/ dd - jj) (yyyy - aaaa/ mm/ dd - jj)

Benefits received / Avantages recus :

Nature Value / Valeur Description
Gifts / Cadeaux yes / oui - no/non J $
Transportation / Transport yes / oui - no/non $
Accommodation / Logement yes / oui — no/non $
Other / Autre yes / oui J no/non J $

-4 lam including supporting documents for transportation and/or accommodation / Je fournis des documents justificatifs pour les frais de
transport et/ou de logement

-2 1 was unable to obtain supporting documents for transportation and/or accommodation / Je suis dans I'impossibilité de fournir des
documents justificatifs pour les frais de transport et/ou de logement

Signature Date
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